
CITY OF OVID        Approved on 9/13/2021 
REGULAR MEETING 
AUGUST 9, 2021 
 
Mayor Lasher opened the regular meeting at 7:04 pm and led the pledge of allegiance. 
 
ROLL CALL: Miss Hibbard, Mr. Starn, Mr. Ordiway, Mr. Williams, Mr. Brown, Ms. Perrien, and Mr. Lasher 
ABSENT:   
EX OFFICIOS:  Al Goodrich - Chief of Police, Rich Simpson - DPW Superintendent, Liza Kusnier- Treasurer and Josy 
Medina – Clerk. 
VISITORS: Jeff Flynn, Lyle Perrien II, Tracy Garcia, Maria Lindstrom, Rick Hogle and Crystal Hogle. 
 
AGENDA: Mayor Lasher requested that we amend the agenda to take item #1 under new business and place it 
after the pledge.  A motion was made by Mr. Brown, second by Miss Hibbard to move item #1 after the opening 
& pledge of the meeting.   

MOTION CARRIED 
Mayor Lasher asked Mr. Rick Hogle to come forward.  He then presented Sgt. Hogle with a plaque in view of his 18 
years of service to the Community of the City of Ovid.  Chief Goodrich also thanked Sgt. Hogle for all of his hard 
and dedicated work to him and the community and that he will be greatly missed. 
 
Sgt. Hogle thanked everyone. Mayor Lasher recessed the meeting for 15 minutes for all to wish Sgt. Hogle good 
luck on his new job. 
 
Mayor Lasher reconvened the meeting at 7:15 pm. 
  
MINUTES:  A motion was made by Mr. Brown, second by Ms. Perrien to approve the minutes of the regular 
meeting held July 12th, 2021 as printed. 

MOTION CARRIED 
CHECK REGISTRY:  A motion was made by Mr. Brown, second by Ms. Perrien to approve the check registry for 
the period of, July 14th, thru August 10, 2021 as printed. 

MOTION CARRIED 
TREASURER:  Mrs. Kusnier reported she had attended a zoom meeting regarding the Clear Gov.  It was regarding 
how to do budgets digitally.  It is meant to be more transparent.  Discussion was held and the Council agreed for 
the cost of it we will do without that service.   
 
Mrs. Kusnier also recommended that the Council consider the proposal from the company STG for redoing our 
website.  We currently, pay $500 a year and that will continue with STG.  What they will do is create us a new 
website.  It is a one-time cost of $1,750 or $2,250.  She recommends the $2,250 one because it will give us fillable 
PDF’s & submittable electronic forms.  The other thing was the logo development.  She emailed him and asked if 
whatever they create for us would we be able to use it for our envelopes, letterhead and other things that we 
might want to do.  He said yes that we could use it.  Discussion was held on other options that STG could provide.  
Council asked that Mrs. Kusnier inquire on some questions that the council had and then we will address this in 
next month’s meeting.   
 
Ms. Perrien asked if she had looked at other companies on this.  Mrs. Kusnier replied no.   
 
Mr. Brown expressed that he knew someone that does similar work.  He said that he would give his contact 
information to Mrs. Kusnier for her to call him. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT:  Mr. Jeff Flynn requested permission to extend the noise ordinance until 1 am on Friday and 
Saturday of Carriage Days.  Discussion was held.  A motion was made by Mr. Brown, second by Mr. Williams to 
approve the request to extend the noise ordinance until 1 am on Friday and Saturday during Carriage Days. 
    MOTION CARRIED 



Tracy Garcia of Ovid Healthcare was present in inform the Council that they are available for any help the city or 
Carriage Days Committee might need for the festival.  They are in the process of selecting their King & Queen for 
the Nursing Home.  They will be in the parade this year.   
 
POLICE:  Chief Goodrich reported that he attended all the required meetings and that Officer Watson is recovering 
from surgery and will be back soon.   
 
Mr. Williams asked if he had a chance to contact MSP (Michigan State Police) for assistance for Carriage Days?  
Chief Goodrich replied no but that he will be calling them.  Chief also asked permission to rollover his vacation time 
up to 48 hours at his anniversary time.  Discussion was held.  A motion was made by Mr. Williams, second by Mr. 
Brown to allow Chief Goodrich to rollover up to 48 hours of his vacation time at the time of his anniversary.   
    MOTION CARRIED 
Chief also, asked Council that being that Halloween will be on a Sunday, he asked that Council decide as to if they 
want to change trick or treat to Saturday instead of Sunday so that the kids aren’t too tired for school the next day.   
 
Mayor Lasher stated that they will look into seeing what other communities are doing. 
 
DPW:  Mr. Simpson reported that he will be gone the rest of the week to the annual conference.  The stand pipe 
looks good.  He met with Fleis & Vandenbrink and uploaded the information to my computer for the information 
on the sewer lines that need to be repaired.  We are having problems with weeds along the river banks.  He is 
working with the State of Michigan and MSU representative on this matter. 
 
The staff has been working on cold patching.  We are having trouble getting new meters and the vendor says that 
it will be about 18 weeks before we can get some.  This is due because of lack of the chips they need to put into 
the meters.  Mr. Simpson stated that Mr. Bartow called and said that we did get the grant but we can’t do anything 
until we get a letter from the State. 
 
Discussion was held on the repair of the flag pole on the corner of Front Street intersection to be done by an Eagle 
Scout candidate.   
 
A motion was made by Mr. Williams, second by Mr. Ordiway to accept the Treasurer. Police and DPW reports as 
presented. 
    MOTION CARRIED 
NEW BUSINESS: 

1. A motion was made by Mr. Starn, second by Miss Hibbard to authorize the Carriage Days Committee to  
utilize all City properties for the duration of the festival and to close the Main Street at 5 pm on Wednesday for 
setup. 

MOTION CARRIED 
2. Mayor Lasher presented a copy of the Elsie ordinance for golf carts for Council to review.  Their  

ordinance has a no cost license.  What he is concerned with is the safety of use of the golf carts.  Mayor Lasher 
asked that Officer Lindstrom put the traffic counter up on Main Street so we can see what the traffic is like.  Last 
time we did this was 4,000 cars in a week.   
 
Mr. Brown asked if he would like the ordinance committee to look into the issue of golf carts.  Mayor Lasher 
replied yes.   
 
Mr. Williams expressed that if we were to use the one from Elsie, we would have to clean up some of the language 
in it to accommodate our needs. 
 
Further discussion was held.  No action was taken. 
 

3. Mayor Lasher informed the Council that in the past month he has received several calls on the old Tri Ami  



building.  The main question is if they can use it as a growing facility for medical marijuana.  In our ordinance it 
states that you have to be 500 feet from a residential area and that building is not.  It is within 500 feet North or 
South of that area.  The proposed ordinance that you have before you is an amendment to the ordinance which 
identifies distances measuring from property line to property line.  Discussion was held.  A motion was made by 
Mr. Brown, second by Ms. Perrien to put the proposed amendment to ordinance #129 out for public review.  
Mayor Lasher asked the Clerk to take roll call as follows:  YEAS:  Mr. Starn, Ms. Perrien, Mr. Brown, Mr. Williams, 
Miss Hibbard, Mr. Ordiway and Mr. Lasher.  NAYS:  None.  ABSENT:  None. 

    MOTION CARRIED 
OLD BUSINESS: 

1. Ms. Perrien reported that the committee met to look into putting together an ordinance that would  
be clearer as to what is allowed within the city limits for animals.  Ms. Perrien presented two options for the 
animal ordinance to the Council. 
 
The amendments that we are doing is not changing anything.  We are just making an ordinance so that you don’t 
have to look through the whole zoning section.  We would actually have an ordinance on animals and it will let 
people know what we already don’t allow.  Now, out of the two options, Ms. Perrien suggest that we go with 
option B.   discussion was held.   A motion was made by Mr. Starn, second to Mr. Williams to agree to put the 
option B ordinance #88 titled Specifically to amend chapter 6 animals, section 2 state licensed kennels to define 
kennel to add section 8 prohibited animals, out for public review as presented.  Mayor Lasher asked the Clerk to 
take roll call as follows:  YEAS:  Mr. Ordiway, Mr. Williams, Miss Hibbard, Mr. Brown, Ms. Perrien, Mr. Starn and 
Mr. Lasher.  NAYS:  None.  ABSENT:  None. 
     MOTION CARRIED 

2. Mayor Lasher asked if anyone had decided what we wanted to do anything on the issue on Clinton &  
Main Street problem.  
 
Miss Hibbard commented that she didn’t think that there is any problem.  Discussion was held.  No action will be 
taken. 
 
PERSONNEL COMMITTEE:  Discussion was held on the reorganization of the Police Department.  The discussion 
was about when Chief Goodrich retires that we reorganize the department to have a Part-time Chief & two Full 
Time Officers along with the Part-time Patrol Officers.  We discussed the negotiable wage to start at $23 for the PT 
Chief with no benefits & the Full-time Officers start pay at $19 an hour.  
 
Chief asked if they would be considering the pay rate for the part-timers.   
 
The Finance Committee will be reviewing all of the wage rates.   
 
Chief Goodrich asked if Miss Hibbard post the job notices through MCOLES.  Miss Hibbard replied yes.   
 
Discussion was held on the hours that would be for the shifts.  A motion was made by Mr. Williams, second by 
Mr. Starn to accept the Personnel Committee’s Reorganization scheme for the Police Department and to post 
the ad out for the positions for the Part-time Chief and a Full-time Officer.  Mayor Lasher asked the Clerk to take 
roll call as follows:  YEAS:  Ms. Perrien, Mr. Starn, Mr. Brown, Miss Hibbard, Mr. Williams, Mr. Ordiway and Mr. 
Lasher.  NAYS: None.  ABSENT:  None.   
    MOTION CARRIED  
 
PARK & REC:  Mayor Lasher asked where are we at with the pavilion #2 in the back of Gumaer Park.   
Mr. Simpson reported that he is waiting for the ground to get hard again so that he can get the backhoe over there 
to break-up the concrete.   Miss Hibbard reported that they talked about arranging where the post will be buried 
for the disc Golf track.  They also, finished the flower boxes.   
 
Mr. Brown also, reported that football started today and that the siding on the building is damaged by the hail 
storm.   



 
Miss Hibbard reported that the Tennis court got painted by Dan Price. 
 
CARRIAGE DAYS: Mr. Starn reported that they have a couple of new events to the festival. We are always looking 
for volunteers.  Miss Hibbard asked permission to put a sign up on the cemetery property for the festival. 
 
We will be needing the cardboard containers for the festival and some of the blue containers.  Discussion on how 
the garbage will be picked up. 
 
CEMETERY:  Mr. Ordiway reported that Mr. Schrader has started to take down the fence and cleaning up on the 
property.   
 
OMESA:  Mayor Lasher reported that Greg Palen has been appointed as the new Treasurer and the loan on the 
building has been paid off.  They are looking into purchasing a new fire truck.  Discussion was held on how that 
would happen.   
 
PLANNING COMMISSION:  Mr. Starn reported that they had a correction on the minutes that was presented at last 
month’s meeting.   Discussion was held on the public survey. Discussion was held on how it would be distributed to 
the public.   
 
Mayor Lasher suggested to put it out using the water bill list.   
 
A motion was made by Mr. Brown, second by Ms. Perrien to extend the meeting another 15 minutes. 
    MOTION CARRIED 
Mr. Starn reported that the group has begun talking about creating a Community Readiness Plan like what 
Laingsburg has.  Discussion was held on the bus stops regarding lighting, signage & benches at the current 
locations for the safety of the children. 
 
LIBRARY:  Mr. Brown reported that all is going well and that the Librarian is still on leave. 
 
BOARD OF REVIEW:  Mayor Lasher reported that we have an IFT that has expired and that on IFT’s we are only able 
to collect ½ of the real & personal taxes for the period of 12 years.   Mr. Mark Holley informed him the State of 
Michigan claim to never having one expire so they don’t know the process of what to do next so, Mr. Holley placed 
it back onto our tax roll.   
 
CAASA:  Mr. Brown reported that they will be meeting August 26th.  All going well. 
 
Mayor Lasher closed the meeting at 9:15 p.m. 
 
Josefina Medina, Clerk 
City of Ovid  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 


